HPC – Lakeview Now Home to Awesome Artwork
Heartland Pediatric Center – Lakeview hosted a Student Art Reception on October 11 to showcase the fine work of some of the talented students from several nearby schools. Twenty-eight young artists from Inter-American Magnet, Prescott and Jahn Elementary and Camp Red Kite at Agassiz Elementary donated pieces for display on the walls of HPC-Lakeview. Chicago Children’s Theatre runs Camp Red Kite during the summer for autistic children 
These artists and their families were invited to view their work and be honored for their contribution. Before October 11, the walls were bare and looked forlorn to the many families who bring their children to the health center for comprehensive pediatric care. Now the walls are full of life and reflect the ideas and feelings of many children in nearby communities.
Gwenn Rausch, Executive Director of Heartland International Health Center which provides health care at nine north side sites in addition to HPC-Lakeview, welcomed the guests. She thanked the children for donating their beautiful work and asked them if they thought this would make a visit to the doctor more fun. The response was “Yes, it would!”
Anton Miglietta, father of 5th grade Inter-American artist Allende, was very pleased to attend, commenting,” This was definitely a very family-friendly event and a positive experience for my daughter. She got to see her work celebrated and felt very welcomed. We can tell that the health center is a really caring place for the children who come here and their families.”

A number of other members of the local community attended to show their support and share in the delicious and plentiful refreshments. These were provided by a number of supportive local businesses, as well items for goodie bags and a raffle. 

While October 11 was the kick off for this student art project, several other schools have expressed interest in becoming involved. Even though many schools no longer have art teachers, they all have students who know how to produce fine work and have generous spirits. The Pediatric Center has plenty of walls waiting to be decorated!
