Heartland International Health Center To Open Health Facility at Chicago’s Hibbard School in Albany Park
will provide primary care, oral health and mental health services 

for 1,700 students in underserved community 

(CHICAGO JUNE 29, 2010) A groundbreaking ceremony for the Heartland Health Center at Hibbard Elementary School in the Albany Park neighborhood of Chicago took place on June 21. The facility, located within the school at 3244 West Ainslie Street, will provide a wide range of services — including primary care, mental health and dentistry — for up to 1700 students. Youth from the nearby Albany Park Multicultural Academy and Edison Regional Gifted Center will also access services at the center.

The center will welcome its first patients in September 2010, near the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year for Chicago Public Schools.
The Hibbard Elementary School health facility is the third such center to be opened by Heartland International Health Center (HIHC), an affiliate of the Chicago-based Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights. It will provide vital services to a greatly underserved population in which the large majority of school children are living at or close to the poverty level.
Gwenn Rausch, Executive Director, Heartland International Health Center, said, “We are particularly thankful to Alderman Margaret Laurino of the 39th Ward for her guidance in assessing and understanding the needs of the children in this community.” 

A lifelong resident of the 39th Ward, Laurino said she was eager to help spearhead development of the project. “The need is so great here. Among other issues, we want to deal with good nutrition and obesity.” Heartland’s track record with similar programs was a critical factor in her support, too, she says. Laurino praised the Heartland Health Center - Roosevelt High School, which provides accessible, high quality health care to students of Roosevelt High School in Albany Park. 
The high school health center is a partnership between school administration, Heartland International Health Center, and the youth organization Alternatives, Inc. It is among a 
handful of school health centers in Illinois that offers a comprehensive range of services 
and uses an electronic health record system.

Scott Ahlman, principal, Hibbard Elementary School, said he is thrilled that a long-term initiative like the new HIHC program will prevent more kids from “slipping through the cracks. Students at the schools that will receive care at this health center face enormous ethnic ethical, cultural and language diversity and may also face economic challenges.”
Dental health is a major problem for the uninsured. A recent study on the nation’s oral health released by the U.S. Surgeon general reported that more than 51 million school hours are lost each year to dental-related illness. “The oral health initiative is one of our most important in the state,” said Louise Coleman, M.D., a board member of the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation, a project funder. 
Tom Galassini, Director of Agency Relations, United Way of Metropolitan Chicago, emphasized that school-based health centers are uniquely positioned to address the many choices children make that impact their health in later life — such as high-risk sexual behaviors and decisions to use tobacco, alcohol and drugs. United Way helped fund the Hibbard School center.

Additional funders of The Heartland Health Center at Hibbard Elementary School are the Polk Bros. Foundation and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
Gwenn Rausch expressed thanks to many project supporters, including her predecessor, Bechara Choucair, M.D., now Commissioner of the Chicago Department of Public Health .

